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Alliance Partners (and their representatives at this meeting)
Florida Association of Meetings and Events Professionals

Judy Rosenthal, Chairperson
Florida Restaurant & Lodging Association (an affiliation of the National Restaurant Assn. & American Hotel & Lodging Assn.) – South Florida Chapters 

Florida Speakers Association (South Florida Chapter of the National Speakers Association)

Greater Fort Lauderdale Convention & Visitors Bureau

Greater Miami & The Beaches Hotel Association

Hospitality Sales & Marketing Association International – South Florida Chapter

Carmen Ackerman, President
International Special Events Society – South Florida/Caribbean Chapter
Meeting Professionals International – South Florida Chapter

Jay Guttveg, President-Elect
National Association of Catering Executives – South Florida Chapter
Bonnie Fimiano, President
National Association of Wedding Professionals – Miami-Dade and Broward Chapter
Jannette Alix, President
Frank Paul Cangemi, Sponsorship
Skål International – Miami Chapter
Society of Incentive & Travel Executives – Florida Chapter

South Florida Professional Videoartist Association

Meetings & Hospitality Alliance of South Florida

Steven Pollock, CMP, Chairman

1)  Industry Holiday Party – update
The party will take place on Wednesday, December 14th at Revolution Live/Green Room/America's Backyard in Fort Lauderdale.

The associations partnering to produce this year’s event are: FAME, HSMAI, ISES, MPI, NACE, NAWP, and SITE.
Bonnie and Frank Paul summarized the progress of the party’s Steering Committee. Full details of the event will be available on the website at www.southfloridaindustryholidayparty.com.
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2)  Coming Events – Updates
·   Sept. 20 – NACE – Extending its member rate ($30.00) to the members of all Alliance associations who register online at www.southfloridanace.net. This special meeting will feature a presentation by world renowned speaker Ian Woodall.

·   Oct. 1-31 – NACE – Membership Drive – special discounts, details at www.southfloridanace.net.

·   Nov. 6 – NAWP – A family-oriented event for all of our associations.

·   A summary of meetings & events is available on the “Calendar” page at www.ProNews.net.

3)  E-mail Overload – Etiquette
It has been pointed out by some of our Alliance leaders that most of us are regularly “in email hell”. To help ease this pain, when you respond to an Alliance e-mail:
· If you only want to respond to the sender, then reply only to the sender. Don’t “Reply to All” – unless you actually are intending to communicate with all of the Alliance representatives (currently 26 recipients representing our 13 associations) addressed on the original e-mail.
4)  APEX/ASTM Sustainability Standards – Update
The APEX/ASTM Environmentally Sustainable Meeting Standards, being developed by the Convention Industry Council (CIC), are expected to be finalized in the next couple of months. They will cover nine sectors within the planning process: Accommodations, Audio/Visual and Production, Communications & Marketing, Destinations, Exhibits, Food & Beverage, Meeting Venue, On-Site Offices, and Transportation.

Steven reviewed these sustainability standards. He is on the Board of the Green Meeting Industry Council (GMIC) Florida/Caribbean Chapter-in-Formation. The group now has the requisite number of members for official chapter status, and is finalizing the procedure to attain its charter from GMIC. As soon as the chapter is official, it will request that we accept it as a Partner in our Alliance.

In addition to its own meetings focused on advancing sustainable practices in the hospitality industry, the chapter will offer to assist allied associations in developing the “green” component of their educational programming regarding their own specialties such as meeting & event production, catering, lodging, transportation, etc.
In particular, the GMIC Florida/Caribbean Chapter will provide help in putting together educational programs regarding the new standards, which the GMIC global organization was a leader in creating. Background information regarding the standards is available in the article at: www.meetingsfocus.com/Topics/ArticleDetails/tabid/162/ArticleID/16142/Default.aspx.
5)  Next Meeting for the Alliance Leaders

The next meeting for the representatives of our Alliance associations will be on Tuesday, January 31, 2012, Noon - 2:00 pm, at the Bimini Boatyard, 1555 SE 17th Street in Fort Lauderdale. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Steven Pollock (spollock@helmsbriscoe.com)


